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Delegated Action of the Executive Director 
 

May 30, 2008 
 
Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 1996, I approve 

the preliminary site and building plans for the rehabilitation and modification of the historic wall 

and sentry tower at The Yards – Southeast Federal Center, on M Street, SE, Washington, D.C., 

as shown on NCPC Map File No. 41.11(38.00)42551.      

*          *          * 
 

 
The General Services Administration (GSA) has submitted preliminary site and building plans 
for the rehabilitation and modification of the historic brick wall and sentry tower along the north 
boundary of the former Navy Yard Annex, subsequently known as the Southeast Federal Center 
and now as The Yards.  The Commission’s review of this component of the redevelopment of 
The Yards, as with prior components, is advisory and occurs at the preliminary or 35% level, 
pursuant to the 2004 Memorandum of Understanding between NCPC and GSA.  The 
Commission also reviewed the Master Plan for the redevelopment of the site in 2004 and 
revisions to the Master Plan in 2007.  The historic brick wall extends from 4th Street eastward to 
Isaac Hull Avenue, SE, the boundary of the Washington Navy Yard. The sentry tower is an area 
landmark, situated at the corner of M and 4th Streets, SE. The proposed project consists of two 
actions, both agreed upon through several years of consultation that resulted in the identification 
of historic elements requiring preservation, the realignment and creation of streets within The 
Yards, and the site and landscape plan for the historic buildings and new construction.   
 
The first action is repair and rehabilitation of the wall and sentry tower.  The original plans for 
the wall, which was completed in 1906, indicate that a concrete coping was designed for the top 
of the wall. It was not built and water incursion has damaged the wall over the past century.  
Therefore, the rehabilitation includes the construction of a concrete coping, similar to the 
original design.  The second action is to remove three sections of the wall in order to allow 
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vehicles and pedestrians to enter and exit the redeveloped site. One section approximately 68 feet 
in length will be removed at Five and one-half Street, SE, in order that that street become fully 
functional. Five and one-half Street runs north-south between two historic buildings, Building 
202 and Building 74. The alignment and width of Five and one-half Street was determined in 
prior planning and reviews that restored and altered the L’Enfant Plan within The Yards. The 
opening will be finished with brick piers and steel pedestrian gates, and sidewalks and the 
cartway will be constructed to meet or exceed the District of Columbia Department of 
Transportation’s standards.  In addition, two eight-foot openings will be created for pedestrians, 
one near the sentry tower for a sidewalk parallel to 4th Street and the other to the west of 
Building 202.  The arched pedestrian openings are each centered in a brick segment of the wall 
between two piers. The three openings in the wall were anticipated in prior site review and in the 
Programmatic Agreement.  Other segments of the 1906 wall have been removed and rebuilt over 
time, notably in the era when railroad tracks traversed the Navy Yard Annex.  A significant 
portion of the brick wall will remain and will continue to convey the character of the former 
Naval installation.   
       
The Coordinating Committee coordinated the proposal among participating agencies at its May 
14, 2008 meeting.  GSA completed an Environmental Impact Statement for the redevelopment of 
the site in 2004.  Further, a Programmatic Agreement pursuant to Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act was executed in 2007. It governs current and future review of the 
historic and cultural resources at the site and their treatment during development of The Yards. 
The DC State Historic Preservation Officer and all consulting parties are being afforded the same 
opportunity for review and comment on the preliminary plans as is the Commission.  
 
 
 
        ______________________________ 
        Marcel C. Acosta  
        Executive Director  
 

 

 


