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Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 1996 and 40 

U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1) and (e), I approve the preliminary and final site development plans for the  

improvements to the park at the corner of Indiana Avenue and 4th Street, NW adjacent to the 

District of Columbia Court of Appeals in Judiciary Square in Washington, DC, as shown on 

NCPC Map File No. 1.20(05.00)42656.   

*                    *                    * 

The District of Columbia Courts has requested preliminary and final site development plans for 
improvements to the park at the southeast corner of Judiciary Square, immediately to the east of 
the District of Columbia Court of Appeals.  The Courthouse, a National Historic Landmark, is 
undergoing significant restoration and rehabilitation and will resume operations in the spring of 
2009.  
 
The southeast corner of the Square has been used as an informal park for many years, but has 
contained surface parking, fencing that has cut irregularly across the site, and ad hoc features.  
The Judiciary Square Master Plan, approved by the Commission in 2005, proposed a designed 
park for this corner location, formalizing the open space and creating a pendant to the established 
park to the west of the Courthouse in the southwest corner of Judiciary Square.  That park, 
known for the gold-colored nymph in the Darlington Fountain, was rebuilt following the 
construction of a below-grade parking garage.     
 
The proposed park design at the southeast corner is consistent with the conceptual park design in 
the Judiciary Square Master Plan. The slope of the lawn will be contained at the two sidewalk 
faces, on Indiana Avenue and on 4th Street, NW, by 30-inch high Mount Airy granite retaining 
walls (identical to the walls at the southwest corner park).  The retaining walls also serve as 
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vehicle barriers at the perimeter of the park for the protection of the Courthouse.  Four granite-
clad bollards will cross the main entrance path to the park, also matching the design of the 
southwest corner park.  New paths will lead through the park and to the central feature, a 
fountain surrounded by benches. Similar in arrangement to the Darlington Fountain and its water 
bowl but in a contemporary idiom, the proposed fountain will feature a bowl of Impala Black 
granite in a range of finishes so that it maintains a formal appearance without water during 
winter months. The bowl is tipped so that water will gently flow from the higher lip (four feet 
above grade) across the surface of the bowl.  The fountain bowl is approximately eighteen feet in 
diameter, and is surrounded by granite pavers in a concentric pattern and Mount Airy granite 
benches.  Mount Airy and Impala Black granites are also used in the new plaza and fountains at 
the north entrance to the Courthouse.  Other improvements to the park include the planting of 
fourteen trees within the park and an additional seven street trees in accordance with the 
District’s requirements. Selected species include the October Glory Maple, American 
Yellowwood, Patmore Green Ash, Tulip Poplar, Northern Red Oak, the Princeton American 
Elm, and Northern Catalpa.  (The double row of trees envisioned for the Indiana Avenue 
frontage in the Master Plan on both sides of the Courthouse is not being implemented because of 
the grade differential. The double rows are still envisioned for other sidewalk perimeters of 
Judiciary Square.)   
 
The proposal is consistent with the Judiciary Square Master Plan, approved by the Commission 
in 2005.    
 
The Commission served as lead agency for analysis and review under the National 
Environmental Policy Act and the National Historic Preservation Act.  In 2005, the Executive 
Director made a Record of Decision for the Judiciary Square Master Plan, which specified the 
location and types of security barriers for the Court complex. Given the difference in grades 
between the Courthouse grounds and the Indiana Avenue sidewalk, a retaining wall was the 
obvious and welcome choice.  It has already been installed at the southwest corner park.  A 2005 
Memorandum of Agreement concluded the Commission’s Section 106 responsibilities for the 
Master Plan.  The proposed southeast corner park improves and unifies the character of Judiciary 
Square as a green precinct and is a mitigating measure for the proposed future installation of 
security barriers along the street frontages of Judiciary Square.   The Coordinating Committee 
approved the park improvement proposal at its November 12, 2008 meeting.  
 
I commend the District of Columbia Courts for implementing this element of the Judiciary 
Square Master Plan with a generous planting plan and an elegant water feature that will 
complement both the Darlington Fountain and the fountains in the Courthouse’s new north plaza.     

                               ______________________________ 
        Marcel C. Acosta 
        Executive Director 
 
 
 
 
 


