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Abstract 
 
The District of Columbia Department of Parks and Recreation has submitted a proposal for the 
construction of new recreation facilities on a portion of Fort Reno Park.  The District of 
Columbia manages this section of the park area under a management/use agreement for the 
creation of active athletic fields.  The final plans consist of one new baseball diamond, one new 
full regulation sized soccer field, one new practice soccer field area, and renovation of a pathway 
and rebuilt sidewalk. 
 

Commission Action Requested by Applicant 
 
Approval of preliminary and final site development plans pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 8722(b)(1) and 
(d) 
 

 
Executive Director’s Recommendation 

 
The Commission: 
 
Approves the preliminary and final site development plans for the renovation of Fort Reno Park 
ball fields as shown on NCPC Map File No. 10.05(70.00)-42072. 
 
Encourages the National Park Service to improve the conditions, visibility, connections and 
overall management of the Fort Circle Parks in consultation with the National Capital Planning 
Commission, the District of Columbia, and local ANCs and neighborhood organizations. 
 
 

*                    *                    * 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Site 
 
This project site consists of approximately 9.8 acres of the full 45 acres that comprises Fort Reno 
Park and is located at the extreme southwestern corner of the park.  The renovation work area is 
at the intersection of Belt Road and Chesapeake Street, NW. The whole of Fort Reno Park is 
titled to the United States and is administered by the National Park Service as a component of the 
Fort Circle Parks of Washington. 
 

 
PROJECT LOCATION WITHIN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

 
 
Background 
 
In 2003 the District of Columbia Department of Parks and Recreation signed an agreement with 
the National Park Service to develop and maintain a 9.8 acre portion of Fort Reno Park.  The 
Department of Parks and Recreation subsequently contemplated renovation of recreation fields 
for community use and organized athletic activities. The National Park Service agreed to the  
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alterations and after initial work with both the community and the Advisory Neighborhood 
Councils, the Park Service and District agency chose a preferred approach to establishing the 
renovated area in 2005.   The Department of Parks and Recreation has completed plans 
according to the preferred approach and has submitted the project, on behalf of the National Park 
Service, for review by the Commission. 

 
AERIAL VIEW OF SOUTHWEST PORTION OF FORT RENO PARK WITH 

EXISTING RECREATION FIELDS 

    N 

9. 8 ACRE SITE AREA 
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Proposal 
 
In 2003 the National Park Service agreed to allow the District to maintain the existing ball field 
at Fort Reno, and to permit the Department to develop and maintain new ball fields on the site 
within the footprint of a development Alternative analyzed by the Park Service’s environmental 
review document of 2001.  The agreement specified the approach for field renovation (see page 
10).  In addition, consistent with the findings of the 2001 environmental review, the Department 
of Parks and Recreation was advised by the National Park Service that Phase II archeology 
would have to be conducted if ground disturbing activities were proposed.   
 
However, as detailed in the Department’s subsequent design plans for the ball fields, the limited 
ground disturbing activities associated with the current proposed construction will occur in areas 
where the recent Phase I investigation indicated there are few, if any, intact historic resources.  In 
the areas where there is a potential for historic resources, the improvements will be constructed 
on added fill.  Because the proposed renovations and expansion of the fields will not require 
significant excavation, the National Park Service in consultation with the D.C. Historic 
Preservation Officer determined that a Phase II archeological investigation would not be 
necessary, but concluded that monitoring of all excavations at Fort Reno would be advisable. 
 
The submitted site development plans include three athletic fields while maintaining some un-
programmed space and protecting existing uses. The site currently contains a softball field and 
an informal soccer field.  Due to their informal nature the fields are often misused and are not 
maintained for heavy play.  The city-wide need for athletic fields forces the area into regular use.  
To address worsening conditions and increased need, the District Department proposes 
rehabilitating and improving the field space.  The resulting plan calls for a full size baseball field, 
a regulation soccer field that overlays the baseball field, and a small practice field that can be 
used for youth soccer.  Other improvements include the screening of the baseball field backstop 
with ornamental trees and a drop off area along Chesapeake Street (see site plan at page 5). 
 
 
PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Staff recommends approval of preliminary and final site development plans, given the level of 
detailed drawings submitted and the limited physical impact to the site of the renovation activity.  
Revised drawings indicate additional community-requested landscaping in lieu of a perimeter 
fence. The project involves no occupiable building space and demonstrates only renovation and 
reconstruction of useable athletic fields. No permanent buildings are proposed. In order to reduce 
the impact of the baseball backstop the plans call for ornamental trees that will enhance the park 
as a destination for residents.  None of the proposed renovation work would have an adverse 
impact on land uses or environmental resources of the general site.  
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In a related observation regarding the submission review, the NCPC staff encourages the 
National Park Service to improve the conditions, visibility, connections and overall management 
of the Fort Circle Parks in consultation with the National Capital Planning Commission, the 
District of Columbia, and local ANCs and neighborhood organizations through the proposed 
CapitalSpace initiative. 
 
 

FINAL SITE DEVELOPMENT PLAN LAYOUT OF THREE RENOVATED 
 BALL FIELDS AT FORT RENO PARK 

EXISTING 
FACILITY 

EXISTING 
FACILITY 

EXISTING 
FACILITY 
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CONFORMANCE 
 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 
 
Within the Parks and Open Space Element of the Comprehensive plan, at the Preservation and 
Maintenance Section, the Element cites; “Some parks in …Washington, for example, did not 
always serve a residential base and are not necessarily meeting residents’ needs. Additionally, 
some federal parks and open space are in need of maintenance. Federal partnerships with local 
agencies, such as the District’s Department of Parks and Recreation, business improvement 
districts, and nonprofit organizations, are key in developing a strategy and approach to upgrade 
these spaces, thereby improving their aesthetic and function, and adding vitality to their 
locations.   
 
Moreover, within the Comprehensive Plan Element, staff finds the following polices apply to the 
proposal; the federal government should: 
 
2. Maintain and conserve federal open space as a means of shaping and enhancing urban areas. 
 
7. Maintain and conserve trees and other vegetation in the landscaped buffer areas on federal 
installations in a natural condition. Perimeter roads and cleared areas on these sites should be 
kept to a minimum, carefully landscaped, and managed in a manner that addresses security, 
aesthetics, and natural character. 
 
8. Enter into joint ventures to acquire and manage parks and open space. 
 
(Preservation and Maintenance Policies, page 104) 
 
Furthermore, the Comprehensive Plan notes at the Parks and Landscapes Policies for Historic 
Parks that the federal government should: 
 
2. Preserve the important scenic, historic, and natural elements of the Fort Circle Parks. 
 
(Parks and Landscape Policies, page 112) 
 
Staff concludes the submitted proposal conforms and positively responds to the above policy 
issues. 
 
Federal Capital Improvements Plan 
 
As a District of Columbia agency proposal submitted for review, the contemplated design and 
construction does not affect federal funding sources identified in the Federal Capital 
Improvements Program. 
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Relevant Federal Facility Master Plan 
 
In 1974 the Commission approved a general plan of the Fort Circle Park land boundary in 
context with updating the Comprehensive Plan and which serves as a master plan boundary 
configuration in regards to land transfer actions that have occurred over subsequent years.  In 
2002 and 2003 the National Park Service prepared a Fort Circle Parks General Management Plan 
for the interpretation, management, and development of the Fort Circle Parks.  The General 
Management Plan was not submitted to the Commission. 
 
Three Washington, D.C., National Park Service area parks – Rock Creek Park, National Capital 
Parks-East, and the George Washington Memorial Parkway contain civil war earthworks 
collectively known as the “Fort Circle Parks”. Originally, these earthworks were to have been 
connected by a Fort Circle Drive that was begun, but never completed. The importance of these 
historic earthworks and the greenbelt of parks situated along the ridge surrounding the city make 
this a significant open-space element in the nation’s capital. Since the Fort Circle parks are 
managed by three units of the National Park System; maintenance, interpretation, and facilities 
vary among units. The new General Management Plan seeks to guide management and future 
development and to provide a consistent philosophy for all the fort sites and their connecting 
green spaces. 
 
CapitalSpace 
 
The CapitalSpace initiative is a multi-jurisdictional effort to improve access, quality, use and 
management coordination for federal and local park systems located in the District of Columbia.  
Key partners include the National Capital Planning Commission, the National Park Service, the 
D.C. Office of Planning, the D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation, and the D.C. Department 
of Transportation.  Other partners include local and national parks and open space not-for profits, 
local ANCs and neighborhood organizations, local and national hiking/recreational associations, 
preservation and cultural resource experts.  The initiative has three phases:  a needs and asset 
assessment, to be completed in FY 2006, completion of a framework plan in FY 2007, and 
completion of an implementation agency in FY 2008.  Even in the early phases of this project, 
there has been unanimous agreement about the need to improve the conditions, visibility, 
connections and overall management of the Fort Circle Parks.  Staff encourages the National 
Park Services to continue working with the CapitalSpace partners to enhance the Fort Circle 
Parks and ensure that they remain an important piece of our national history and of the identity 
of the nation’s capital, as well as tremendous assets for local recreation. 
 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
 
On June 27, 2006 the National Park Service concluded a Finding of No Significant Impact 
(FONSI) based on the analysis and review of environmental effects presented in a 2001 
Environmental Assessment (EA).  The submitted action modifies the proposal described in the 
2001 EA by revising facility locations and minimizing ground disturbance during construction of 
the field to mitigate any potential impact to archeological resources.  NCPC staff has reviewed 
both the 2001 EA and the 2006 FONSI, and based on that information the Executive Director is 
issuing a finding of no significant impact for the proposed project. 
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National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 
 
As required by the provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and 
the regulations of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the National Park Service 
submitted the project developed by the Department of Parks and Recreation to the District of 
Columbia Historic Preservation Officer (DC SHPO) for review.  In addition to several public 
meetings on the project that were held by the Department of Parks and Recreation, the DC SHPO 
also heard comments from the public over a six-month period.  On March 8, 2006, the DC SHPO 
concurred with the National Park Service’s determination that the proposed renovation and 
expansion of the athletic facilities would have no adverse effect on the historic and cultural 
resources of Fort Reno Park, as long as design modifications were developed to mitigate a then-
proposed fence surrounding the soccer field.  The Park Service and the District of Columbia 
Department of Recreation subsequently determined that the fence would be removed from the 
plans and that a low growing shrubbery would be planted at the bottom of the slope to prevent 
balls from rolling into the street.  
 
As detailed in the Department’s submitted design plans for the ball fields, the limited ground 
disturbing activities associated with construction will occur in areas where the recent Phase I 
investigation indicated there are few, if any, intact historic resources.  In the areas where there is 
a potential for historic resources, the improvements will be constructed on added fill.  Because 
the proposed renovations and expansion of the fields will not require excavation or “digging,” 
the Park Service, in consultation with the DC SHPO, determined that a Phase II archeological 
investigation would not be necessary, but concluded that monitoring of all excavations at Fort 
Reno would be undertaken during construction (see the March 30, 2006 letter from DC SHPO at 
page 15 of this staff report). 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Coordinating Committee 
 
The Coordinating Committee reviewed the proposal at the June 14, 2006 meeting of the 
Committee.  The participants’ forwarded the proposal to the Commission with the statement that 
the project has been coordinated with all agencies present. The participating agencies were:  
NCPC; District of Columbia Office of Planning, the District of Columbia Department of 
Transportation; the Fire Department; the General Services Administration; the National Park 
Service and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. 
 
Public Comment 
 
In 2004 two community-wide meetings were held on March 30th and April 20th to present the 
project and present designs. This was followed by a number of smaller community meetings with 
interest groups as well as presentations to the surrounding Advisory Neighborhood Commissions 
as cited by the District of Columbia Department of Parks and Recreation.  
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More recently, as the Commission initially announced the potential review of the applicant’s 
submission on the July and August agendas; several public comments letters were provided to 
the Commission staff.   To date, four letters expressing views on the proposal have been 
submitted to the Commission for consideration (see attachments). 
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