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Abstract 
 
The Department of the Army is submitting preliminary and final site and building plans of an 
enclosure for the emergency generator exhaust fans located adjacent to Building 2 on the Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center (WRAMC), Main Section, in Washington, D.C.  The proposal is a 
modification to the Building 2 New Addition Emergency Generator Plant which was approved 
by NCPC through delegated action on June 3, 2004 (see NCPC File No. 6469). 
 

Commission Action Requested by Applicant 
 
Approval of preliminary and final site and building plan(s) pursuant to 40 U.S.C. § 8722(d) and 
Section 5 of the National Capital Planning Act (40 U.S.C. § 8722(b) (1)). 
 

 
Executive Director’s Recommendation 

 
The Commission: 
 

• Approves preliminary and final site and building plans of an enclosure for the emergency 
generator exhaust fans located adjacent to Building 2 on the Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center (WRAMC), Main Section, in Washington, D.C. as shown on NCPC Map File No 
62.10(38.00)41561 

 
• Recommends that the applicant include documentation of prior consultation with 

surrounding communities at the time of future submissions.   
 

*                    *                    * 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Site 
 
The 113-acre Walter Reed Army Medical Center (WRAMC), Main Section, is located within a 
predominantly residential area in northwest Washington, DC.  It is bordered on the north by Fern 
Street and Alaska Avenue, on the south by Aspen Street, on the east by Georgia Avenue, and on 
the west by 16th Street.  Rock Creek Park is located across 16th Street just west of the Main 
Section.  WRAMC has rolling topography and a significant amount of tree coverage, especially in 
the area adjacent to 16th Street and Alaska Avenue.  The Installation includes a Historic District 
that encompasses the area west of 14th Street and as far north as Dahlia Avenue.  
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Aerial View of Walter Reed Army Medical Center – Main Section 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Background 
 
On June 3, 2004, through delegated action, the Executive Director gave preliminary and final site 
and building plan approval for the Building 2 Emergency Generator Plant. The 13,250 square-
foot addition will enclose seven new emergency power diesel generators along with the 
necessary electrical switch gear, maintenance area, electrical network protectors, new 
transformers, and a new motor control center.    
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Proposal 
 
The proposed project will run underground exhaust pipes, approximately 20 feet below grade, 
from the new emergency generator plant to the existing exhaust discharge structure, located 
southwest of Building 2 and north of Building 48.  A portion of Building 1 stairs, added in 1974, 
will be removed during the installation of the underground pipes and later replaced in kind.  
Current generator exhaust and noise control design standards require the provision for a more 
generous enclosure plan area and height then what is presently available.  The existing exhaust 
discharge structure will be surrounded by a precast concrete enclosure measuring 23 feet by 33 
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feet by 32 feet high.  The enclosure will visually screen the equipment, direct exhaust and meet 
noise control design standards.  The enclosure finishes will match precast concrete and anodized 
bronze finishes found on Building 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

EM Generator 
Exhaust Fans & 
Enclosure

BLDG. 2

BLDG. 1BLDG. 48

Energy Plant Bldg.

Underground Conduit Lines

Proposed Site Plan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Photo Montage 

Building 2
Building 1 [beyond]

Precast concrete panels 
with smooth finish

Precast concrete sloped 
panels with exposed 
aggregate finish

Louver with bronze 
finish

30
 ft

 +

Building 48
23 ft 33 ft

Building 2
Building 1 [beyond]

Precast concrete panels 
with smooth finish

Precast concrete sloped 
panels with exposed 
aggregate finish

Louver with bronze 
finish

30
 ft

 +

Building 48
23 ft 33 ft

 



NCPC File No. 6469 
Page 5 

 
 
 
 
Development Program 
 
Applicant:  Walter Reed Army Medical Center 
 
Architect:  Hayes, Seay, Mattern & Mattern, Inc. 
 
Cost:   Approximately $150,000 
 
Schedule:  Construction begins Fall 2005 and is completed Summer 2006      

(30 days of construction in conjunction with the Emergency Generator 
Plant project) 

 
 
PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
Executive Summary 
 
Although a separate submission, staff notes that this proposed project should be reviewed as an 
addition and refinement of the previously approved Building 2 Emergency Generator Plant. Staff 
finds the project massing, detailing and materials compatible with the adjacent urban fabric and 
is in favor of the visual screening and acoustic improvements.   
  
 
CONFORMANCE 
 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 
 
Staff has determined that the project is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the National 
Capital:  Federal Elements, in particular the Federal Workplace and Federal Environment 
Elements. The emergency generators will contribute to a safe working environment and the 
enclosure will help reduce noise to existing adjacent land uses. 
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Federal Capital Improvements Plan 
 
The Hospital Energy Plant for WRAMC was included in the Federal Capital Improvements 
Program, Fiscal Years 2005-2010 adopted by the Commission on September 9, 2004. The total 
project cost is between $7,000,000 and $11,000,000.  The project first appeared in FYs 2004-
2009 program as the Physical Plant, Building 2. 
 
Relevant Federal Facility Master Plan 
 
The proposed project is consistent with WRAMC’s approved master plan.   
 
National Environmental Protection Act (NEPA) 
 
Staff notes that NEPA compliance was met with the prior project approval of the Building 2 
Emergency Generator Plant project.  That submission was analyzed by staff and it was 
determined that it qualified as a categorical exclusion as specified in Section 8 of the NCPC 
Environmental Procedures.   
 
National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) 
 
WRAMC reviewed the project with the District of Columbia Historic Preservation Officer 
(DCSHPO).  DCSHPO determined that there are no adverse impacts since the project site is 
located outside of the WRAMC Historic District.  DCSHPO also determined that the 
reconstruction of Building 1 lower flight of stairs will constitute no adverse effect upon historic 
properties. 
 
CONSULTATION 
 
Coordinating Committee 
 
The Coordinating Committee reviewed the proposal on March 16, 2005.  The Committee 
forwarded the proposal to the Commission with the statement that the project has been 
coordinated with all agencies represented.  The participating agencies were:  NCPC; the District 
of Columbia Office of Planning; the Department of Housing and Community Development; the 
District Department of Transportation; the General Services Administration; the National Park 
Service and the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority. 
 
Commission of Fine Arts 
 
WRAMC consulted with the Commission of Fine Arts (CFA) and the project was approved at 
CFA staff level. 
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Advisory Neighborhood Commissions 4A and 4B  
 
On December 7, 2004 WRAMC briefed the Advisory Neighborhood Commissions (ANC) on 
several upcoming Department of Public Works projects.  The enclosure for the emergency 
generator exhaust fans was discussed.  On March 22, 2005 WRAMC hosted a meeting with the 
ANCs to review the proposed project; unfortunately only two ANC representatives were 
available to attend.  The ANCs reviewed the project and in general were in support of the 
structure.  As requested by the representatives, WRAMC distributed emergency generator fan 
exhaust information for their review.  The ANC representatives noted that they will reschedule a 
meeting, as required, the week of March 28, 2005 with WRAMC and additional ANC 
representatives.   


