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NATIONAL CAPITAL PLANNING COMMISSION

H. CARL MOULTRIE COURTHOUSE
FAMILY COURT ENTRANCE
500 Indiana Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C.

Delegated Action of the Executive Director
October 27, 2005

Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on October 3, 1996, | approve
preliminary and final site and building plans for alterations to the Family Court entrance,
including an accessible ramp from John Marshall Plaza, to the Moultrie Courthouse at 500

Indiana Avenue, NW, Washington, D.C., as shown on NCPC Map File No. 1.20 (38.00) 41698

* * *

The District of Columbia Courts has submitted preliminary and final site and building plans for
alterations to the Family Court entrance of the H. Carl Moultrie I Courthouse at 500 Indiana
Avenue, NW. The Family Court entrance is on the east facade of the building, facing John
Marshall Plaza and the Municipal Building. The concept design for the project was approved by
the Commission at its December 2004 meeting.

The accessible ramp would replace a set of five stairs descending to the entrance doors. The
proposed ramp would be 30 feet in length and would have a 1:15 slope. Three railings would be
installed. The ramp would allow the Family Court entrance to be accessible and would improve
the proportions and visibility of the entrance doors, as well. The new vestibule entry wall, earlier
designed to be flush with the exterior wall of the building, has been recessed 18 inches. The
ramp would not extend farther into John Marshall Plaza than the existing planting beds around
the Family Court entrance. There would be no projection into the viewshed of the Old City Hall.

The Commission is serving as lead agency for the Section 106 review of this project. The D.C.
State Historic Preservation Officer has concurred with the Executive Director’s determination
that the project would have no adverse effect on historic properties, which include the nearby
contributing buildings of Judiciary Square and the Pennsylvania Avenue National Historic Site,
the Old City Hall (a National Historic Landmark), and the view of the Old City Hall from John
Marshall Plaza. The Moultrie Courthouse (which is not a contributing building) and the
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Municipal Building frame this view from opposite sides of the Plaza. The Commission
completed its compliance under the National Environmental Policy Act with its Finding of No
Significant Impact for the Judiciary Square Master Plan. The project was coordinated by the
Coordinating Committee in November 2004.

I commend the District of Columbia Courts for its response to the comments of the Commission
staff and other consulting parties by adjusting its program for an accessible entrance to the
Family Court to have a minimal visual and physical intervention on John Marshall Plaza and on
the axial view of the Old City Hall.

Patricia E. Gallagher, AICP
Executive Director



