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TEMPORARY EMERGENCY SECURITY BARRIERS 

WILBUR J. COHEN BUILDING 
330 Independence Avenue, SW 

Washington, DC 
 

Delegated Action of the Executive Director 
July 2, 2004 

 
Pursuant to delegations of authority adopted by the Commission on January 9, 2003, I approve 

the preliminary and final site development plans to provide temporary emergency security 

barriers at the Wilbur J. Cohen Building, as shown on NCPC Map File No. 1.71905.170-41392 

for a period not to exceed six months. 

*                    *                    * 

The General Services Administration has submitted preliminary and final site development plans 
to install temporary emergency security barriers at the Wilbur J. Cohen Building located at 330 
Independence Avenue, SW.  In accordance with Commission policy on temporary perimeter 
security, the project submission was accompanied by a supporting threat assessment.  The 
project will place four concrete Jersey barriers on the sidewalk at each of the building’s four 
entrances along Independence Avenue, SW, 3rd Street, SW, 4th Street SW, and C Street, SW.  
The barriers will not be fastened in place. 
 
The submission materials indicate that the applicant will submit a proposal for permanent 
perimeter security for the Wilbur J. Cohen Building within the next four months.  Therefore, this 
approval for temporary emergency security barriers is valid for six months, at which time the 
applicant will be required to request an extension if a permanent perimeter security project has 
not been reviewed and approved by the Commission.  The permanent perimeter security 
submission should conform to the guidelines of the Commission’s 2002 National Capital Urban 
Design and Security Plan. 
 
The District of Columbia State Historic Preservation Officer has concurred with GSA’s 
determination of No Adverse Effect on the Cohen Building, completed in 1941. Staff has 
determined that the project qualifies as a categorical exclusion as specified by Section 8 of the 
NCPC Environmental Procedures.  The Coordinating Committee reviewed the proposal on June 
16, 2004, with all participating agencies agreeing to coordinate this project.   
 
   
 
                       ______________________________ 
          Patricia E. Gallagher, AICP 
          Executive Director 


