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Abstract 
 
The Department of the Navy has submitted a proposal to install a 10,000 gallon above ground 
Bio-Diesel fuel tank at the Quarters K Gas Station. The existing gas station is located near the 
perimeter of Arlington Cemetery and the Navy Annex.  The proposal is being initiated to 
highlight the Department of Defense’s use of an environmentally friendly fuel source. 
 

Commission Action Requested by Applicant 
 
Approval of preliminary and final site and building plans pursuant to Section 5 of the National 
Capital Planning Act (40 U.S.C. § 8722(b) (1))). 
 

 
Executive Director’s Recommendation 

 
The Commission: 
 
Approves the preliminary and final site and building plans for the installation of an above 
ground Bio-Diesel Tank, Quarters K Gas Station, Arlington County, Virginia, as shown on 
NCPC Map File No. 1.61(38.00)-41373.  
 

*                    *                    * 
 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
The Department of the Navy (Navy) has submitted a proposal for the installation of an above 
ground bio-diesel tank at its Quarters K Gas Station and Mini Mart in Arlington, Virginia.  The 
proposed fuel tank would be self contained and hold fuel generated from farm by-products.  
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Site 
 
Quarters K is located between Joyce Street, Columbia Pike, and the I-395 on-ramp.  It is midway 
between the Air Force Memorial site at the Navy Annex and the Memorial to the Victims of 
September 11 site at the Pentagon.  Arlington National Cemetery is located north of the site.  The 
tank would be sited on the east side of the Mini Mart in an area that currently contains utilities 
for Quarters K. 
 
Background 
 
The proposal is part of an initiative by the Department of Defense to increase use of more 
environmentally friendly fuel sources.   The 10,000 gallon bio-diesel tank will contain fuel that is 
generated from farm by-products.   
 
Proposal 
 

• 10,000 gallon above grade fuel tank. 
 

• 32 feet long, 12 feet wide, and 9.5 feet tall. 
 

• Environmental containment is integrated within the unit. 
 

 
Development Program 
 
Applicant: Department of the Navy 
Architect: Department of the Navy (Public Works). 
Cost:  $127,000 
Schedule: Installation planned for Summer 2004. 
 
PROCECT ANALYSIS 
 
Staff recommends approval of the proposal because it would encourage the use of more 
environmentally friendly fuel sources and, it would be sited with existing utilitarian elements on 
the east side of the Mini Mart.  
 

• The Air Force Memorial site at the Navy Annex, the Pentagon September 11, 2001 
Memorial site, and Arlington National Cemetery would not be visually affected by the 
proposed location of the fuel tank because it would be clustered with other utilities on site 
and it is closer to the I-395 on-ramp. The Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer 
concurs with the Navy’s determination of no adverse effect. 

 
• Traffic between the two memorial sites will pass to the west of the Mini Mart, so the 

siting of the fuel tank with other utilities will be less obtrusive. 
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• The fuel tank is environmentally contained to prevent spillage and bio-diesel fuel is made 
from soy beans, which is bio-degradable.  

 
CONFORMANCE 
 
The proposal is in conformance with several applicable plans and policies of the Commission.  
The location of Quarters K is within the vicinity of several military facilities including the 
Pentagon, the Navy Annex, and Arlington National Cemetery.  The new fuel source would fuel 
military buses. 
 
Comprehensive Plan 
 
The proposal is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital.  The Federal 
Facilities Element designates the area of the Quarters K gas station for National Defense 
Facilities, which also includes utilities.  The proposed bio-diesel fuel tank would highlight the 
Department of Defense’s use of environmentally friendly fuel. 
 
National Environmental Policy Act 
 
The Navy has determined that the proposal qualifies as a Categorical Exclusion under its 
procedures to implement the National Environmental Policy Act. 
 
National Historic Preservation Act 
 
The Virginia State Historic Preservation Officer has concurred with the Navy’s determination 
that the proposed action would have no adverse effect on nearby properties listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 


