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Abstract 

The Department of State has submitted final site and building plans for the Chancery of the 
People’s Republic of China to be developed at the International Center in northwest Washington 
D.C.  The Chancery will contain no consular (visas, passports, etc) or residential functions.  
 

Commission Action Requested by Applicant 
 
Approval of final site and building plans pursuant to Section 4 of the International Center Act, 
Public Law 90-553. 
 
 
 

 
Executive Director’s Recommendation 

 
The Commission: 
 
Approves the final site and building plans for the Chancery of the People’s Republic of China, 
International Center, Connecticut Avenue and Van Ness Street NW, as shown on NCPC Map 
File No. 72.10(38.00)-41340.   
 

*                    *                    * 
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PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
Site Description 
 

• The site of the proposed Chancery is on Lot #12 at the International Center.  This lot is 
bounded on the north by Van Ness Street; on the south by International Place, the 
existing Federal Office Building, and the site for the future embassy of Morocco; on the 
east by the Embassy of Singapore; and on the west by International Drive. 

 
• The site is approximately 3 acres and slopes approximately 30 feet from International 

Place on the south towards Van Ness Street on the north.  It also slopes  approximately 18 
feet from the west, at Van Ness Street and International Drive, to the east towards 
Connecticut Avenue. The site is currently an open lawn area. 

 
• Access to the site is via Van Ness Street, International Drive, and International Place.  

Existing  traffic direction on International Place is from east to west and then north to 
south in a counter-clockwise direction.  The proposal would require the reversal of this 
movement to a clockwise direction. 

 
Previous Commission Action 
 
The Department of State has submitted final site and building plans for the development of the 
Chancery of the People’s Republic of China at the International Center, Connecticut Avenue and 
Van Ness Street N.W.  
 
The Commission previously approved the preliminary site and building plans at its February 5, 
2004 meeting.  At this time, the Commission recommended that the Department of State and its 
consultants ensure that there is sufficient landscaping along the north façade of the Chancery to 
visually soften the impact of the wall surfaces that face Van Ness Street.  Also, the Commission 
recommended that the pedestrian access from International Drive to the Central Park be 
improved.  The final plans for the reconfigured parking area and entrance to the Central Park are 
not part of the current proposal. 
 
Development Program 
 
Applicant: U. S. Department of State 
Architect: Pei Partnership Architects with I. M. Pei Architect 
Cost:  Information not available 
Schedule: Information not available 
 

• The Chancery would contain approximately 300,000 square feet of space.  No consular or 
residential functions would be housed in the new Chancery. 

 
• Parking for 111 vehicles would be provided in the sub-levels of the building and four 

additional visitor spaces would be provided in the entry court area. 
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Proposal 
 

• The overall architectural design of the chancery is derived from a contemporary 
interpretation of traditional Chinese architectural precepts in terms of the placement of 
the buildings, exterior and interior spatial sequences and the use of gardens and exterior 
spaces with the objective of creating a balance between the built form and the landscape. 

 
• The chancery building is comprised of three distinct building elements—the West Office 

Wing (adjacent to the Federal Office Building), the East Office Wing (adjacent to the 
Embassy of Singapore), and the Entrance Pavilion that links the two office wings. 

 
• As a result of the sloping site, the West and East Office Wings are 3 stories high on the 

south side and 5-stories high on the north side.  The Entrance Pavilion is on axis with the 
north / south portion International Place on the south. 

 
• The Entrance Pavilion derives its form from traditional Chinese imperial architecture.  

The West and East Office Wings are simpler structures that flank the Entrance Pavilion.  
The geometry of the plan of the Entrance Pavilion is reflected on the north façade of the 
structure that faces Van Ness Street. 

 
• All three elements of the building would be clad in a light beige limestone with a honed 

finish. Granite would be used on the base course, the three entrance drives, and the piers 
of the perimeter fence wall. 

 
• Glazed areas, in both punched windows and in larger expanses, would be of clear and 

translucent glass in grey painted aluminum frames. 
 

• All three building elements of the chancery are planned around gardens and exterior 
spaces to create an environment that balances the architecture and the landscape. 

 
• At the main entrance on the south side of the building, a cobblestone-paved motor court 

with planters of flowering seasonal plants would frame the entrance to the building.  The 
entrance hall would be further flanked by mature specimen pine trees. 

 
• The north façade of the chancery, between the perimeter fence and the building facade  

would be planted with deciduous canopy trees, flowering trees, and evergreen trees. This 
pattern of landscaping would continue around all sides of the building. 

 
PROJECT ANALYSIS 
 
Executive Summary 
 
There were only two issues previously expressed by the Commission.  These included ensuring 
that there was sufficient landscaping between the building façade and the property line facing 
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Van Ness Street to visually soften the impact of the wall surfaces, and the impact on pedestrian 
access to the Central Park as a result of the proposed reconfiguration of the adjacent parking 
area.  The final plans clearly indicate that the landscaping is sufficient to address the 
Commission’s prior issue.   The refinements to the landscaping plan (see page 15 of this report) 
include providing several groupings of flowering trees as well as evergreens in addition to large 
canopy deciduous trees that would be planted between the north building façade and the property 
line.  The proposed reconfiguration of the parking area adjacent to the Central Park is not part of 
the current proposal. The Department of State will submit that portion of the overall plan at a 
later date. 
 
PROJECT CONFORMANCE 
 
Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital 
 
The proposal is consistent with the Comprehensive Plan.  The Preservation and Historic Features 
element of the Plan designates the International Center as a Special Place.  This element states: 
 

Special Streets and Places should be maintained and enhanced in a manner that promotes 
their roles as major features that help establish the image and the symbols of the National 
Capital in the minds of its residents and visitors. 

 
The chancery is articulated in a manner that layers and breaks-up its overall mass and is 
compatible with adjacent chanceries and the immediate environs.  
 
National Capital Urban Design and Security Plan 
 
While NCPC staff recognizes that the International Center is located outside of the adopted Plan 
area, the Commission is committed to achieving the Plan’s broad goals with all proposed 
projects that it reviews throughout the Region.  The proposed chancery is located within the 
International Center which has overall security operated by the Secret Service.  In terms of the 
specific site security, the chancery’s fence wall is attractive, compatible with the building, and 
provides necessary security.  The proposal is consistent with the overall objectives of the Urban 
Design and Security Plan. 
 
Commission of Fine Arts 
 
The Commission of Fine Arts reviewed and approved the proposal at its March 18th, 2004 
meeting. 
 
International Center Master Plan 
 
The proposal is consistent with the Master Plan and Development Controls for the International 
Center. 
 



NCPC File No. 2326 
Page 5 

 
Coordinating Committee 
 
The Coordinating Committee reviewed this item at its meeting on January 14, 2004 and 
forwarded the proposal to the Commission with the statement that the project has been 
coordinated with all agencies participating.  
 
National Environmental Policy Act 
 
The Department of State has advised that when the International Center Master Plan was 
developed an environmental assessment was provided for the construction of chanceries on the 
entire site.  Subsequently, when the three lots (#11, #12 and #13) were combined to result in a 
single Lot #12, the Department of State developed a programmatic-Environmental Assessment  
for the revised Development Controls in September 2000.  The Department of State issued a 
Finding of No Significant Impact on the proposed action on September 22, 2000.  The proposal 
is consistent with the policies and objectives of Section 101 of the National Environmental 
Policy Act. 
 
Historic Preservation Act 
 
There are no historic properties located in the immediate vicinity. The Department of State has 
no further requirements under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.  
 

 


