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The Commission: 
 
Notes the Commission policy stating that “for existing buildings in urban areas, perimeter security 
barriers should be located within the building yard when the face of the sensitive building to the outside 
edge of the building yard is a minimum of 20 feet” 
 
Notes that the proposed perimeter security elements located along Pennsylvania Avenue, NW and 
Constitution Avenue, NW are consistent with this policy and have not significantly changed from what 
was proposed in April 2012  
 
Notes that the proposed perimeter security elements that are in public space along 14th Street and 15th 
Street, NW are not consistent with this policy 
 
Notes that the unique site conditions - a significant increase in pedestrian traffic from three tourist 
destinations opening in close proximity to this site and both 14th and 15th Streets, NW being nearly 1,200-
foot-long blocks - may justify an exception in this case, and therefore 
 
Agrees to a partial exception to this policy for the perimeter security elements located in public space, on 
the condition that the applicant is able to demonstrate, in future submissions, that the public benefits 
provided outweigh the impact of the security elements in public space by: 
 

• Complying with policies stating that where security barriers in public space cannot be 
avoided they should be integrated into the urban landscape in a manner that minimizes their 
visual impact and physical infringement into public space 

• Supporting the recommendations of the Monumental Core Framework plan by improving the 
pedestrian experience along Pennsylvania Avenue and in the Federal Triangle through the 
provision of seating and shade and plantings that provide seasonal interest, and by enhancing 
perceived safety through the provision of pedestrian-oriented lighting and protection from 
vehicular traffic 
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• Further supporting the recommendations of the Monumental Core Framework plan by 
introducing sustainable public spaces through the use of low impact design to capture and 
mitigate storm water runoff 

• Providing a pedestrian environment that is as free as possible from obstruction by minimizing 
bollards that cross the pedestrian path 

• Ensuring that pavement materials and streetscape elements are consistent, as appropriate, 
with the design guidelines for Pennsylvania Avenue, the Mall Streetscape Plan, and the 
District of Columbia Streetscape Design Guidelines  

• Coordinating elements in public space with the District of Columbia’s Department of 
Transportation 
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